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adopted to establish an organic link between British India
and the Indian States, Not only is it impossible to ignore
the Princely Houses in any plans for the regeneration of
India ; their co-operation is of fundamental importance
in the growth and stability of Indian national life. I esteem
their co-operation not merely as an invaluable asset to polit-
ical India in its struggle to attain Dominion Status, but I
believe that only with their support can an Indian renaissance
be really fruitful. One curious feature of the non-co-
operation movement was that it left the Indian States out
of its consideration, and that irresponsible slogans, such as
secession from the Empire and complete independence, were
raised with the result that our Princely Houses became
alarmed at the attitude of British India towards them.
Instead of bringing them closer, the national movement
only widened the chasm between the two Indias.

It is a happy augury for the future of India that the
Princes realize that the spirit of isolation can no longer
be maintained and that they are prepared to establish a
constitutional relationship with British India. They are
naturally concerned with clear recognition of the sove-
reignty of the States and the formulation of an exact estimate
of their liabilities and responsibilities in entering the Federa-
tion. Indian leaders should respect their anxiety, and if
the terms under which they are prepared to join British
India in a constitutional scheme appear to be a compromise
of the principle of a responsible government, it would be
an act of statesmanship to recognize this compromise.
For the advent of the Princes into the Federation would
ultimately be a source of strength to the development of
Indian national life as a whole, and at this stage of political
growth their co-operation would tend to keep the develop-
ment of various forces in equilibrium.

Lastly, political India must identify its activities more
closely than ever with the cultural forces that are slowly
but perceptibly becoming operative in Indian life* Civiliza-
tion cannot live on politics alone, The advanced States in